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AIST Internship Program
The National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST) offers competent graduate students and young researchers of the United States (U.S.) opportunities to participate in AIST Internship Program (The Program).  The Program was established to contribute toward the realization of a low-carbon society and has two aims related to the fields as follows:

･Development of human resources,

･Formation of researchers network between Japan and the United States.

AIST is one of the most prominent research institutes in Japan, with high missions to contribute in finding new technology seeds, advancement of industrial technology, and creation of new industry, in the research fields of Life Science & Technology; Information Technology & Electronics; Nanotechnology, Materials & Manufacturing; Environment & Energy; Geological Survey & Applied Geoscience; and Metrology & Measurement Science.

1. Outline of the Program
The Program offers internships in AIST at its respective host research units, to post-doctoral researchers at research institutes or students at graduate schools in U.S. With host researchers at AIST, interns (the Interns) are given chances to conduct research activities and gain techniques to develop advanced technology in order to realize a low-carbon society.
AIST implements the Program with the cooperation of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan, Japanese governmental offices in the U.S. and U.S. governmental institutes.

2. Research Topics

Examples of intended research themes of the Program are:
· Artificial Photosynthesis

· Dye-Sensitized Photocells
· Novel Devices utilizing Nanotechnology

· Hydrogen Storage Materials
· Fuel Cells
· Computational Science for Energy Related Materials, etc.
related to the clean energy technology which contributes to realize a low-carbon society.

If you are interested, visit AIST home page (http://www.aist.go.jp/index_j.html) and apply upon specific theme of your interest within the researches conducted in AIST. AIST provides the Interns chances to study expecting they will contribute in their fields in the future.
3. Number of Internships 

10 internships will be awarded. 

4. Applicant Eligibility Criteria

Each applicant for the Program must satisfy all of the following requirements.

(1) An applicant is a citizen of U.S or has the right of permanent residence of U.S.
(2) An applicant belongs to a graduate school or an institution in U.S. The post-doctoral applicant is within 5 years of having received their PhDs (as of September 1, 2010).
(3) An applicant has permission to apply from his/her affiliated institution or graduate school.
(4) An applicant has ability to conduct research with the assigned topics.

(5) An applicant is able to complete the internship research on full time basis at AIST.
5. Duration of the Internship
The duration of the internship can be from three months to one year in principle. The Interns must come to Japan and start the internship at AIST by March 31, 2011 at the latest.

6. Terms of Award and Supports
(1) Round-trip travel expenses:

A round-trip airfare (Discounted Economy Coach or Economy Class with PEX Fare) from the international airport nearest to the Intern’s institution to the nearest international airport to AIST will be provided to the Interns.  A round-trip railroad fare or bus fare between the international airport in Japan and AIST will also be provided.

(2) Daily allowance:

5,200JPN yen / day.  Daily allowance for the arrival day and the departure day will be also provided.
(3) Housing expenses:

AIST will provide housing to the Interns, and the housing costs will be directly covered by AIST.

(4) Other supports:

AIST will provide Japanese language classes and rental of bicycles to the Interns. Regarding the Japanese language classes, the participants will defray a part of tuition fee.
7. Application Procedure, and Selection Process and Notification of the Result
<Flow of Application>
[image: image1.emf]Documents to be submited are:

・

Designated application form of the AIST Internship Program

・

Certificate which shows status of applicants, such as enrollment,

  graduation, or prospective graduation.

Applicants

AIST

Announcement from

Institutions/Graduate


<Notes to Applicants>

(1) The signature of the head of the applicant's graduate program in the case of a graduate student or the supervisor in the case of a postdoc is required on the application form.
(2) The documents of electronic version (PDF files) must be sent to AIST by e-mail by September 30, 2010. The original documents must be mailed within 5 days after the electronic versions are sent.

(3) AIST’s selection committee will make the decision on the selection of the Interns. A written notification of the selection results will be sent to the applicants. 
(4) Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Ability of research performance of the Candidate on the selected subjects
· The Candidate's firm motivation and vision on conducting researches at AIST

<Notes to Institutions/Graduate schools>

Announce the Program to postdocs/graduate students in your institutions/graduate schools.
<Mailing address of AIST>
International Cooperation Office

International Affairs Department

AIST Tsukuba Central 2

1-1-1, Umezono, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, 305-8568, JAPAN

8. Preliminary Notes on Application and the Obligations to the Interns

(1) Carefully review the Guidelines and Application Instructions and prepare the necessary materials for application.
(2) If selected as an Intern, take the necessary and full responsibility for immigration procedures to come to Japan. AIST issues certificate of eligibilities to Interns to secure his/her Japanese visa.

(3) During the internship, the Interns are obliged to act in compliance with the Japanese laws and regulations and AIST’s Regulations and instructions.

(4) In principle, the Interns are required to stay in Japan continuously during the internship period and concentrate on the research at AIST.
(5) The Interns are not eligible to Japanese National Health Insurance. They must enroll while in U.S. in traveler’s insurance that covers any accidents and any other relevant troubles during the research activity and/or their daily lives. Upon arrival at AIST, the Interns will be requested to submit the certificate of the insurance. 

9. Handling of Personal Information

Any personal information contained or included in the application materials will be under a strict control in accordance with applicable Japanese laws and AIST’s Regulation on the protection of personal information.  It will only be used for the implementation of the Program.  With regard to application materials, they will be appropriately protected in AIST and only used for the selection.  Application materials will not be returned.

10. Handling of Intellectual Properties and Confidential Information

(1) The Interns understand that any intellectual properties, any obtained confidential information and any other relevant matters which may arise during the course of the internship research will be treated in accordance with the applicable Japanese laws and AIST Regulations.
(2) At the commencement of the internship, the Interns are required to sign and submit “Letter Agreement” to pledge to comply with the AIST rules.
11. Application Deadline and Other Schedules

(1) Release of the Program Guideline and Application Instructions 

August, 2010

(2) Application Final Deadline

September 30, 2010

(3) Announcement of the Selection

October 2010
(4) Commencement of the internship tenure

March 31, 2011 at the latest

12. Inquiries
Inquiries about the Program guidelines, eligibility requirements, and application materials can be directed to Miss Naoko Nishioka at AIST:


E-mail : koryu@m.aist.go.jp

Phone : +81-29-862-6261


Fax   : +81-29-862-6249
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